Syllabus for Gifted/Accelerated 7th grade Life Science

Mrs. Babs Smith

August, 2015
Teacher:  Mrs. Barbara B. Smith     aka: Mrs. Babs

Teacher Planning/Conferencing Time:  Mondays 9:30am – 11:00am   T-F   11:00-11:45
Core Curriculum:  Holt Science and Technology – Georgia Edition
School email: Barbara_b_smith@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
Mrs. Babs’ Golden Rules

1. Treat everyone, including the teacher, with respect.

2. Come to class prepared and with a positive attitude.

3. Engage yourself in the learning process and encourage others along the way.
4. Stay organized and come to Wednesday Help Day, if needed!

Welcome to Accelerated/Gifted Life Science.[image: image1.jpg]




This year we will be exploring many parts of science that deal with living things and the environment they live. We will work together in many different ways through reading, creating graphic organizers, sharing current events, performing experiments, writing lab reports, participating in the MMS Science Fair and exploring nature. I do believe that you will enjoy this year, work well together with other students, and learn much about the living world around you.  Included in the curriculum is several dissection labs.
The Probe/ Accelerated class’ curriculum is bound by the Gwinnett County Academic Knowledge and Skills (AKS).  The textbook is the Georgia Holt Science & Technology Life Science . There is an online version of this text and a workbook that accompanies the material that the students will be given to use. 
Additional class supplies that will be very helpful:
· Glue or glue sticks

· 2G flashdrive to save documents as we work in class or at home

· Notebook envelope to keep foldables and small class materials  ( A gallon ziplock bag will work as well.)

· Clorox wipes (not baby wipes)
Grading Policy and Reports

McConnell will be on the semester system this year and report cards will be given out in December before Winter break (1st semester) and at the end of the year (2nd semester).  Progress reports will be sent home electronically every 5 weeks (paper copy for those with less than a C and requires parent signature) to be viewed by the parent. The online Parent/Student Portal is accessible at any time to view current grades as a progress check. 
If you need to sign up for this tool, please do so early in the year in the school office. You will receive a password in your email shortly after registration.  Any student making less than a C at the end of the quarter may be scheduled for a parent/student/teacher conference to evaluate how best to move forward to bring up the grade.  Academic contracts and/or a Plan of Improvement (POI) can be initiated at conference time to support everyone involved and students are expected to show improvement by the end of the next quarter.  If a gifted student fails to bring up the grade to a C, it could jeopardize their ability to continue Gifted Science status.  

MMS COMMON GRADE WEIGHTS 
(all academic areas, excluding  8th grade EOC courses)

Major Assessments/Tests






48% 

Quizzes/Projects







25%

Classroom Assessments/Classwork-Homework (HW not to exceed 5%)

15%

Interim









2% 


Comprehensive Final Exams






10%    
· An NTI (Not Turned In) on a grade report means the assignment needs to be made up. It also reflects a value of 0%. It is the responsibility of the student to get their missed work when absent and turn it in.  Any late work not associated with excused absences will receive 10pts off each day it is late.  Students may be required to sit in silent lunch to complete work and/or required to attend Saturday Academic Make-Up sessions.  Making up work is NOT optional! If students cannot find time to do it at home, time at school during lunch, Thursday morning (7am-9am) or Saturdays will be arranged.
· Any grade that reflects a decimal means that the student was late handing in the work.  
· Students are eligible for test retakes.  The following prerequisites must be met before an alternate test will be administered:
· Student must notify teacher immediately that they request a retest. 
· Study Guide* and test questions missed must be corrected with the textbook or class notes.
· Student has arranged a time and place to retest with teacher.
· Retest must be taken within 2 (two) weeks of the original test.

· Retest score will replace original test. The grade will reflect the retest grade followed by a decimal and original test grade.
· *Failure to complete the original study guide before the test may eliminate the option for retests!

· Laboratory Safety

We will have the opportunity to perform several laboratory experiments. You will have a lab safety contract that must be signed and on file with me before you will be allowed to take part in these labs.  Please understand that it is absolutely necessary that you follow directions in science class and should you choose not to follow directions during a lab, then you will be removed from participating in the experiment and be assigned an alternate assignment to complete.

Science Fair Project

Students will have the opportunity to complete a Science Fair project using the scientific method for problem solving or an engineering design project.  It will be for a class grade and they may enter it in the Science Fair that will be later in the year.  More details to follow.
Current Events

Students will be responsible for completing a current event project each quarter. This entails researching a recent life science event that pertains to the current unit being studied and presenting your findings verbally from a poster board presentation. More information will be given to you about this in the form of a rubric.

Interactive Notebook
with envelope for foldables
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Students will need two composition notebooks just for Science during the course of the year (one for each semester.) Students will keep all of their work in the notebook.  They should bring in a 3-ring binder pocket for foldable notes and graphic organizers.  If a student loses his or her notebook during the year, it will be the responsibility of the student to make-up the work that they lost.  This notebook is a good way for students to develop organizational skills. A classroom grade may be given for this activity.  Each semester will start with a new composition notebook and the Table of Contents will start over.    
Warm- Up Quizzes

There will be 2 review questions posted daily on the content we have already studied previously in the year.  At the beginning of each class, students will answer the questions and share correct answers with each other.  On Monday every other week, there will be a warm-up quiz pertaining to these 20 questions that will be taken for a quiz grade.  As the year progresses, we can have a constant review of what we have already studied, so it is not a major task trying to review for the EOG test in April over the entire year of studies.
I do look forward to sharing time in science with you and hope that you enjoy learning about life science as much as I do.  I encourage you to listen, read, and share the new information you learn about science with me and your family – I like to learn new things every day!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Babs Smith

**This syllabus is subject to change at any time.


(Return this page signed here )                                                               
I have read Ms. Babs Smith 2015-2016 Life Science Syllabus and approve my child to view the videos below for instructional purposes if necessary.
Student Signature__________________________________   Date  ____________________

Parent Signature____________________________________  Date  ___________________

There are a few videos that have a very strong tie to the 7th grade Science AKS that I may incorporate into the curriculum.  Of those, the following are rated “PG” and will need parent consent for the student to watch.  Please indicate by checking the videos that you would approve your child to view if I chose to show it.

VIDEO NAME




Initial if you approve

Osmosis Jones   (PG)



__________________

Wild America     (PG)                      


 __________________

National Geographic Human Footprint (NR)
__________________

